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black mamba. The locality is approximately 15km north-west of Polokwane in the
direction of Dendron (23°43°59”S, 29°24’17"E; 2329CD).

The snake had been shot through two parts of the body. In one place, the snake
was almost completely cut in half and only connected by the ventral skin.

The snake was laid out in such a way that the ventral scales in the damaged areas
were spaced in the same manner as the neighbouring scales. Measurements were
taken along the midline of the ventral scales and, in view of the damage to the animal,
were taken conservatively. The snake measured 1928mm (1440mm SVL + 488mm
VTL). This exceeds the previous maximum SVL of 1290mm recorded by Branch
(Branch, W.R., 1998: Field Guide to Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern Africa.
Struik, Cape Town) by 150mm.

The snake has been deposited in the Port Elizabeth Museum (PEM R17141), bear-
ing the field number “VTE-21".
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Psammophis crucifer (Daudin, 1803)
Cross-marked Sand Snake

BEHAVIOUR

It is well known that Duberria lutrix when threatened will roll up tightly into a

spiral with the head concealed. Prosymna spp. are likewise known to coil and uncoil
when disturbed, but neither of these behaviour patterns is known in the genus Psam-
mophis (Branch, W.R., 1998: Field Guide to Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern
Africa. Struik, Cape Town; Marais, J., 2004: 4 Complete Guide to the Snakes of
Southern Africa, Struik, Cape Town).
On 22 June 2005 a Psammophis crucifer was found basking between rocks, at 10h43,
on the farm Minwater, Paardebond, Volmoed, Western Cape, South Africa
(3322CA), 33° 42’ 437’8, 22° 02’ 21”°E. On first approach the snake started coiling
up its body, with the head well protected within the coils (Fig. 1). After five minutes
it started uncoiling (Fig. 2).

On a second approach to photograph it, the snake started feigning death by com-
pletely turning on its back (Fig. 3). After a while the snake turned the right way up
again, and slithered away between the rocks. At the time of observation the tempera-
ture was recorded as 26°C.
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