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REPTILIA: SQUAMATA; SERPENTES
VIPERIDAE

Bitis arietans (Merrem, 1820)
Puff Adder

SEDENTARY BEHAVIOUR

During September, 2004, an ecological study of the puff adder, Bitis arietans,
was initiated at the DeHoop Nature Reserve, Western Cape. This study is ongoing,
and forms part of wider research which also included the southern adder, B. armata
(see this volume).

At 08h30 on 22 October, an adult female puff adder, (SVL 720mm, field no.
DPAQ2), was found on the side of a dirt road half concealed coiled beneath dead
vegetation at 34°28°00”E, 20°26°24”E, altitude 54m. The snake was captured, and
given a photo ID plus ventral scale clips, and released within ten minutes. At 10h00
on 30 October the female DPA02 was found within a metre of the first capture. This
female was subsequently observed again at the following times and dates, all within
ten metres of the place of origin: 16:30, 10 November; 07h00, 4 December; 18h50,
12 December.

A female, first described as immature, but probably subadult, (SVL 580 mm,
field no. DPA03) was found in dune thicket at 18h00 on 25 October, at 34°27°00”S
20°26°06”E, altitude 23m. This female was recaptured within five metres of the site
of origin at the following times and dates: 10h00, 30 October; 22h00, 12 November;
07h30, 3 December.
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Fig. 1.Bitis arietans DPA03. Photo: Tony Phelps
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