escapes ocurred by trial and error and to test
whether these were also rapidly learned.

It is not suggested that another member of the
group would have been able to observe what the
larger male did and copy it, but that they would
have had to learn the escape routine by trial and
erTor.

Clearly the data reported here offer great scope
for follow-up experiments.
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NATURAL HISTORY NOTES

Natural History Notes features shorter articles
documenting original observations of amphibians and
reptiles mostly in the field. Articles should be concise
and may consist of as little as two or three paragraphs,
although ideally will be between 500 and 700 words.
Preferred contributions should represent an observation
made of a free-living animal with little human intrusion,
and describe a specific aspect of natural history.
Information based on a captive observation should be
declared as such in the text and the precise geographical
origin of the specimen stated. With few exceptions, an
individual *Note’ should concern only one species, and
authors are requested to choose a keyword or short
phrase which best describes the nature of their
observation (e.g. Diet, Reproduction). The use of
photographs is encouraged, but should replace words
rather than embellish them. Contributions are accepted

BITIS GABONICA (Gaboon Adder): UNUSUAL
MORTALITY. The Gaboon Adder is most often
associated with rainforest habitat but it is now
known that it is well represented in wetlands,
grassland, and cultivated areas throughout various
parts of it's range (e.g. see Phelps, 1989; Luiselli
& Akani, 2003; and Mallow et al., 2003).

Apart from Central and West Africa the Gaboon
Adder has a fragmented range in eastern and
southern Africa and north-eastern KwaZulu-Natal
represents it's most southerly distribution.

Since 1983 1 have made an occasional study of
the Gaboon Adder in this part of it's range, which
includes the St Lucia Wetland complex and the
Dukuduku Forest. The Zulu translation of
Dukuduku means 'place of hiding' which was
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on the premise that they represent a previously
unreported observation, and may be edited prior to
acceptance. Standard format for this section is as
follows:

SCIENTIFIC NAME (Common Name): KEYWORD.
Text (there are no constraints on how information is
presented but the date, time, and locality — with full map
coordinates if possible — must be included, as should
precise details on the nature of the observation with
some discussion of its significance, and references to
pertinent literature). If the information relates to a
preserved specimen, its catalogue number and place of
deposition should also be given. REFERENCES. Then
leave a line space and close with name and address
details in full.

rather apt because although the Gaboon Adder is
not uncommon in the area it was difficult to find.
This was partly overcome by the use of refugia in
the form of plywood boards measuring a metre
square. This method, including opportunistic
sightings and night road searches, resulted in
recording 112 individuals over a two year period.
It is of interest to note that at least on two sites
within the area, a large open forest clearing and a
cultivated area, the Gaboon Adder was sympatric
with the other large member of the genus, the Puff
Adder, Bitis arietans.

One site was a large expanse of sand forest which
extended northward from the St Lucia Estuary.
Although much of the forest was virtually
impenetrable there were numerous large clearings






