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REPTILIA: SQUAMATA; SERPENTES
COLUBRIDAE

Pseudaspis cana (Linnaeus, 1754)
Mole Snake

MAXIMUM SIZE

On 28 October 2006, 1 was called out to remove a snake from the premises of
an auto carrier company in Bellville South, Cape Town (South Africa; Western
Cape; 3318DC; 33°55°40™S, 18°38’59”E). On inspection, a large Mole Snake
(Pseudaspis cana) was found curled up under a vehicle.

After capture, the sex of the snake was determined as female by a subcaudal
scale count of 54 scales as well as by cloacal probing, which confirmed it as a fe-
male. Broadley (1990: FitzSimons’ Snakes of Southern Africa. Jonathan Ball and
Donker Publishers, Parklands) gives male subcaudal counts as 55-70, and female
counts as 44-57).

The total length (TL) and snout-vent length (SVL) of the snake were measured
by placing a piece of string along its body along the midline from the tip of the
snout to the tip of the tail, and from the snout to the vent, respectively, and then
measuring the string with a tape measure. The average of three measurements was
taken because of general movements of the snake. We here record the TL of this
specimen as being approximately 2131 mm, and the SVL as 1820 mm. Table I in-
dicates the respective measurements.

TLmm | SVL mm
Measurement | 2131 1820
Measurement 2 2129 1819
Measurement 3 2132 1820
Average 2131 1820

Table 1: Measurements (mm) of a female Mole Snake, Pseudaspis cana

FitzSimons (1974) indicates that Mole Snakes from the Western Cape are
known to “attain a maximum length of just over” 2000 mm in TL, but average at
approximately 1800 mm. Broadley (1990) records maximum (female) Mole Snake
TL and SVL as 1520 mm and 1280 respectively. Branch (1998) records the maxi-
mum female Mole Snake SVL as 1280 mm, and the maximum Mole Snake TL in
the South Western Cape as up to 2000 mm. Marais (2004) indicates that Mole
Snakes reach a maximum size of 2000 mm.

This record of a female Mole Snake’s TL of 213Imm and SVL of 1820mm
respectively therefore exceeds the previously published maximum measurements
for the species.
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